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Barrie Arts Award Committee: 
 
On behalf of the MacLaren Art Centre, it is my honour to nominate Scott Elliott and The Sarjeant 
Company for the 2011 Business Award. Scott Elliott has been the lead supporter of the MacLarenôs 
VanGo pogramme for many years, ensuring that the galleryôs signature outreach education programme in 
the schools continues to thrive. With Scottôs support, each year the MacLaren brings professional artists 
into local and regional schools for hands-on art-making workshops in the classrooms. As visual arts 
resources in the schools continue to diminish, teachers and students tell us how important this 
programme is to them. In the 2010/11 school year, more than 8,500 students participated in VanGo and 
every one of those children will no doubt join us in acknowledging Scott Elliottôs important role in this 
inspiring studio-arts opportunity. 
 
A new initiative, the Sarjeant Design Project was launched last spring and strengthens the MacLarenôs 
and Sarjeantôs commitment to fostering the creative talents of young people in our community. For some 
time Scott has seen the potential for using his fleet of concrete trucks as an ideal canvas for student 
artworks. With this vision in mind, the MacLaren saw an opportunity to invite local high school students to 
develop this mobile public art initiative. Sarjeant enabled the Gallery to hire regional artist Tim Laurin to 
lead workshops with 85 high-school students at five Barrie high schools. Each student created a 
ñmonumentalò design that would translate well to a large-scale project. In May of 2011, each design was 
displayed in the MacLarenôs Molson Community Gallery on an inventive ñdrum rollò that showed the 360-
degree designs off to best effect. Ultimately, four designs were selected for transfer to the truck drums 
and the beginning of this new fleet. 
 
Scott Elliottôs generosity and vision for the community of Barrie extends beyond the MacLaren: he has 
been an active supporter of RVH, Georgian College, Lakehead University, Talk is Free Theatre, Barrie 
Public Library, Out of the Cold, and Communities in Bloom, to name a few. At the recent MacLaren 
Legacy Dinner, Scott shared his own belief in the MacLaren and the value of supporting the arts and 
culture: ñThe arts make a community far more completeé The MacLaren Art Centre is one of the pillars 
of our community; it helps define our cultural identity.ò 
  
We believe that Scott Elliott is the best kind of arts patron: he invests himself fully in supporting the arts 
community not only with his financial support but also by his actions. It is my honour to put forward his 
name and that of The Sarjeant Company as the inaugural winner of the Barrie Arts Award for Business. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Carolyn Bell Farrell 
Executive Director 



 

Scott Elliott  

Scott Elliott is the owner and CEO of the Sarjeant Company Ltd., Sarjeant Asphalt and Custom Concrete 

(Northern), and is responsible for the good governance of the Sarjeant Company, the satisfaction of the 

customers, the well being of the employees and giving back to the communities Sarjeant serves.  

 

Scottôs humble beginnings in the concrete industry began at sixteen years of age as a self-proclaimed 

ñtire-buster and grease-monkeyò for Custom Concrete. In time, Scott performed the duties of batcher, 

dispatcher, scraper operator, dozer operator and spent two years in the lab as quality control technician. 

Scott is still very much involved in the day-to-day operations of the concrete and aggregate business, an 

industry he has a great personal interest in. He studied business at York University, and further studied 

concrete and aggregate technologies at various industry specific courses in Canada, Europe and the 

United States. He is a former President of the Ready Mix Concrete Association of Ontario and past 

Chairman of their Technical and Safety Committee. Scott has also had the distinction of being VP of the 

Transportation Safety Board of Ontario and a director of the Barrie Construction Association.  

 

In 1990, Scott was named Barrie Business Man of the Year and in 2005 Sarjeant was named Employer of 

the Year. Scott has devoted much of his time to charitable causes. He been a Director at Royal Victoria 

Hospital since 2001, and served as Chair of Joint Conference, Vice-Chair of the Board, and Chairman of 

the Board. Additionally, the Elliott family and the Sarjeant Company together pledged $1 million dollars to 

the RVH expansion and the Simcoe Muskoka Regional Cancer Care Centre. Midlandôs Huronia District 

Hospital and Orilliaôs Soldierôs Memorial Hospital have also benefited by Scottôs generosity, as have 

Georgian College, Lakehead University, the MacLaren Art Centre, Talk is Free Theatre, Barrie Public 

Library, Midland Arts and Cultural Centre, Habitat for Humanity, Communities in Bloom, Out of the Cold 

Program, and Grieving Childrenôs Foundation, to name a few. Scott also finds time to be an active 

member of the Rotary Club of Barrie. 

 



 

 



 

 


